12                      NAPOLEON III

the  name  of Napoleon   himself as   his   step-
daughter's lover.   Whilst there is no evidence to
support these  allegations,   there  is  substantial
corroboration of the legitimacy of the child's
birth.   Not only does the upper part of the face
and head strikingly resemble the King of Holland,
but the gloomy brooding nature of the King's
character was a prominent trait in the boy during
his earlier years.   Moreover, Louis himself- never
at pains to conceal, but always to magnify, the
lapses of his wife - acknowledged the child as his
own both in his letters to Hortense and in his
Will.   Enemies of the future Emperor affirmed
that Louis had stated that " not a drop of Bona-
parte blood flowed in the child's veins," but the
sources of this information are tainted, and, even
supposing these words had in fact been uttered
by Louis, they were certainly belied by his con-
duct   There is no doubt that Louis himself knew
the child to be his own offspring.

To understand the complex character of
Napoleon III and its frequent inconsistencies, it
is necessary to trace and examine his mother's
parentage. The Vicomte Alexandre de Beau-
harnais, an aristocrat whose liberal views induced
him to espouse the revolutionary cause, had been
appointed commander-in-chief of the Army of the
Rhine during the Terror. His noble birth,
coupled with his failure to relieve Mainz, enabled